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ANZAC DAY SERVICE, ALBANY 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.54 pm]:  I refer to the Anzac Day service in Albany.  It is probably the most 
poignant service held in the world.  People go to Gallipoli and other places around the world for Anzac Day, but 
the best service is in Albany.  Everyone must get up at about 4.15 in the morning, because if they do not get to 
the top of the mountain between 4.30 and 5.15 am, they cannot find a position to see what is happening.  The 
crowd of people who walk up the hill early in the morning include children from seven years of age to adults up 
to 90 years of age.  It was great to see the community of Albany at the Anzac Day dawn service.  We stood on 
the mountain and looked out over the passage from where the last Anzacs left Australia.  The last thing they saw 
was Albany.  Once the dawn service was over, everyone faced the water.  Members of the State Emergency 
Service released flares across the harbour.  There is no better sight than that on Anzac Day.  After that, we all 
adjourned to the army barracks for a breakfast of rum and coffee and bacon and eggs.  After standing on the 
mountain in Albany at five o’clock in the morning, the rum comes in very handy.  At 10.30 am, we moved to the 
foreshore.  The eleven o’clock service in Albany is attended by schoolkids who have the day off school.  All the 
schools are represented.  One of the best parts about Anzac Day in Albany is that once the service is over, the 
diggers form a line and salute all the young children who have given up their time to attend the service and look 
after the interests of the Anzacs.   
 


